
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

I hope you all had a very happy Easter with your 

family and friends. 

 

As you are aware a number of members, from time to 

time at the end of the monthly meeting, mention 

activities that are non Probus related.  The issue of non 

Probus activities was discussed by the Committee  

some time ago, and it was agreed that, where time 

permits, they could be raised or promotional material 

left at the back of the room.  Some members have 

indicated that they would prefer only Probus matters 

being discussed but, for the time being, allowance will 

be made only when time permits.   We have the hire of 

the room until 12 noon, so if our meeting is running 

late then, unfortunately, we will have to say NO. 

 

The diary seems to be quite busy in the next few weeks 

for Probus activities and I look forward to seeing you 

at some of these events. 

 

Dorothy  

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER for the April meeting was 

Sister Kristen Guy from Arise Natural Therapies.  We 

all enjoyed her talk and quite a lot of us were very 

interested in her products. 

 

GUEST SPEAKER for the May Meeting is Senior 

Constable Christine Millman, the Crime Prevention 

Officer of the Camden/Narellan Police. 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone. 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours. 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 

 
PRESIDENT Dorothy Fogarty  4658 0466 

V. PRESIDENT Robert Bee  46474335 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin 46212090 

EX-OFFICIO Phil Humphreys  96034819 

TOURS  Peter O‟Loughlin  46212090 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith  46552159 

ROTARY   

  LIAISON Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

HOSPITALITY Ros Williams, Lorraine 

  Ball and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

  

  INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf & Bowls Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

NEWSLETTERS  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email fogartyb@bigpond.com 

 

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Jeanette Banks, Marion Bee, Heather Benham, Sharon 

Brett, Ilona Ferguson, Thelma Hopkinson, Malcolm 

Smith, Ray Taylor, Bob Tracey, Lynnette Turner, Ron 

Crawford 
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WELFARE – Sheila McAtamney 

 
Marea Battye:   I spoke to Marea last week and she 

She says she is feeling well.  It was good to see her last 

meeting. 

Jean Mossman is out of hospital and is feeling better.  

I spoke to her last week and sent her our good wishes. 

Gloria Phillips:  I visited Gloria in Campbelltown 

Private last week and she is looking quite well.  She 

will be in hospital for quite a few weeks. 

 Patsy Robinson is doing well and it was good to see 

her back with us. 

Peggy Sullivan:  I spoke to Peggy this week and she is 

feeling a lot better after her long stay in hospital again.  

We hope to see her soon.    

Lynne Turner is still in St. George Hospital.  She is 

not too well and is still having radiation treatment until 

7
th
 May.  Hopefully, she will then start chemo straight 

away. 

 

A PROFILE – Carolyn Cahill 

 

 
I was born in Sydney‟s 

Crown Street Hospital to 

parents celebrating the end 

of WW11 – thus making 

me one of the „baby 

boomers‟.  I went to 

boarding school in the Blue 

Mountains for 2½ years 

then at age 7 yrs attended 

the Catholic school at 

Harbord for 12 months.  

We then moved to the City 

so I attended Darlinghurst Public School for the rest of 

my school years before commencing a secretarial 

course at the Darlinghurst TAFE. 

 

I obtained my first part-time job at Woolworths in 

Oxford Street.  I was only 13½ years old but said I was 

15 – you wouldn‟t get away with that these days, they 

would want proof of age.  I worked there for 2½ years 

until I finished TAFE and started my first full-time job 

at the Dept. of Motor Transport in Rosebery.  I worked 

in many positions over the next 8½ years, but the best 

was my 4 year stint as relief officer in the Motor 

Registries travelling all over Sydney and country 

towns including Broken Hill, Albury and 

Murwillumbah meeting lots of people, some becoming 

dear friends with whom I am still in contact today. 

 

My interests in teenage years were sewing, going to 

dances and the movies.  I was lucky to live in the city 

as I had so many picture theatres to choose from so 

went nearly every week. 

I met my husband, Barry, at Vics Cabaret at Strathfield 

in 1967, being introduced to him by a friend from 

work.  We went out for about 6 weeks, part of which 

time I was working in Newcastle, but he followed me 

there and even proposed in that time. I wasn‟t really 

interested in getting serious.  He was in the Army and 

was sent to Vietnam and somehow, for someone not 

wanting to get serious, we wrote to each other every 

day.  On his return we became engaged and married in 

October 1968. 

 

For the first 18 months I was virtually an Army widow 

as he was always being sent away, in fact we even got 

a telegram on our honeymoon for him to report back 

for duty and was then gone for 7 weeks.  January 1971 

we were moved to Townsville so I left Motor 

Transport and obtained a job at James Cook 

University.  I fell pregnant, Barry got a melanoma and 

we were quickly removed from the tropics to 

Holsworthy in October the same year. 

 

Our first son Christopher was born on St. Patrick‟s 

Day 1972 – Barry was in Wagga and couldn‟t get 

leave so didn‟t get to see him until he was 3 weeks old.  

We bought a house in Bradbury and moved there in 

April that year – we now refer to it as our „little butter 

box’ 9.9 squares plus carport, but we were happy.  

Jason came along 1 February 1974 and when he was 6 

months old we packed up and moved to Puckapunyal 

Victoria into Army quarters for the next 3½ years.  On 

return to Campbelltown we discovered it wasn‟t a 

small blip on the Sydney map, it was growing fast. 

 

We bought and sold six times over the coming years 

and have been living at Cobbitty for the past ten years.  

Barry retired from the army after 20 years service in 

1982 and went on to work as a Sheriff‟s Officer, the 

Housing Commission and finally part-time at 

Campbelltown Court House before settling for 

gardening full-time at our present abode in 2004. 

 

I went back to work when our youngest turned five and 

worked in schools for 10 years, the last three of which 

I travelled to Wollongong 3 nights a week for 3 years 

to gain Library qualifications.  In 1990 I started work 

at the University of Western Sydney Macarthur in the 

Library.  Over the next 20 years I worked in a variety 

of positions including Reference Librarian attached to 

a number of Facilities, mostly in the health areas which 

I loved as I found it very rewarding preparing lessons 

and working with the students.  I cut back to 3 days a 

week, firstly to help mind a grandson for 12 months, 

but having found that I liked part-time decided that 

was how I would wind down to retirement, which I did 

in July 2010. 

 

In 1991 I started travelling – my first trip since my 

single days was to USA with a friend.  After that Barry 

and I started taking regular trips, firstly within 



Australia and then overseas – British Isles, Egypt, 

Malaysia, Borneo, Singapore, Thailand, Fiji, NZ, New 

Caledonia, Norfolk Is, Vietnam, Canada and Alaska.  

Barry has lost interest in travelling overseas so I have 

continued without him to see South America, China, 

Japan, European River cruise, France and London.. 

 

Apart from travel, I enjoy reading, mostly mysteries, 

am challenged by sudoku, and frustrated with some 

branches of my family history research.  Visiting and 

playing with our 5 grandchildren is always such a great 

event even though our sons live in Victoria and 

Canberra, I make sure I see them regularly. 

 

I have been an active member of the Cobbitty Village 

Markets Committee for a number of years, and 

participate on a casual basis with the Camden Stroke 

Recovery Club.  At present I am in the process of 

taking up voluntary work at Carrington Retirement 

Village. 

 

Since joining Probus I have enjoyed the outings and 

company of the members and hope to take up more 

activities to keep the brain active. 

 

 

COACH TOUR – Cruising the Georges 

River by Marea Battye 

 

 
On 15

th
 April we set 

our alarms early for 

our River Cruise.  

The morning was 

chilly, but the day 

turned out to be very 

pleasant 

weatherwise.  We stopped on the shore of the 

Woronora River where Mary and Linda treated us to 

morning tea.  We passed through Gymea, Miranda, 

Port Hacking and other interesting places on our way 

to our “Cruise Ship” at Sans Souci. 

 

We shared the ship with another club from Glenhaven.  

We set off cruising, with many of our members to go 

on deck for a better view, and to get the wind in their 

hair.  We admired the palatial residences as we passed, 

but decided not to snap any up as there would be too 

much housework and too many stairs. 

 

We had a delicious lunch of either fish and chips or 

salad with ham and chicken, followed by cake. 

 

We continued cruising up the Georges River passing 

by Kogarah Bay, Connell‟s Point, Oatley and lots of 

other areas which had leisure craft parked at the front 

door.  Passing by Sylvania Waters we waved to 

Noleen, but we didn‟t have time to stop and visit!   
We returned to the wharf after a very enjoyable and 

relaxing cruise. 

 

The trip home was quiet, (I had a little nap – maybe 

wasn‟t the only one!)   Thank you, Peter, for 

organising a great day. 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland   

  

 
 

                       Painting by Alan Davies 

 

 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

Next Book Club meeting at 19 Selkirk Place, Camden, 

will be on Monday, May 16
th
 at 7.30pm.  We will be 

discussing ”The Great Gatsby”. 

 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

Like always we had a great night at the Starkey‟s 

home.  It is just as well his neighbours are easy to get 

on with as one table was very noisy!  Thanks, Ken and 

Brenda, for the use of your home.  We have a change 

this month as our Anniversary Dinner is on the Friday 

night.  May seems to be a very busy month so have 

decided to hold two in June:  Friday, 3
rd

 June and 

Friday, 24 June.   I hope; you will agree to this, but 

there seems little else I can do. 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

 

We all know that it‟s a woman‟s prerogative to change 

her mind and so we did not  do men‟s cards last month.  

Two of the cards we did featured a water coloured 

spray of flowers, another (which could be used as a 

male card) had some colouring-in with markers and 

decorative paper piercing.  Our next meeting on 

Tuesday, 10
th
 May will definitely see us focus on the 

men 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

Mary is on holidays at the moment so craft will not be 

held on 3 May, resuming on 24
th
 May. 

 



Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

Nine of us travelled to Bilpen, jus 10kms from Mount 

Tomah, on Saturday 16
th
 April for the Rare Plant 

Collectors‟ Market.  We, along with lots of other crazy 

gardeners, sloshed around in mud on the wettest April 

day on record but what a market it was … there was 

even a stall there from Tasmania.  The prices were 

great, the plants to drool over and we had a lovely 

cuppa at Mulgoa on the way home.  Just ask the 

gardeners to an event and it will rain.  We do intend to 

go back next year, but we won‟t tell the weather man.  

Two of us went to the Black Stump Native Garden at 

Brownlow Hill the next day which was beautiful. 

 

Our next meeting is at Heather and Alan‟s home at 

Mount Annan on the 27
th
 May. 

 

 

Happy Snappers - Ros Hodgins 

Our meeting on Friday, 8 April was spent finalising 

and distributing our programme for the year.  We then 

explored Park Central to photograph any object 

starting with the letter “P”.  We had a lot of fun and 

some folks had loads of luck.  Ken had a photo of 

Clarice sitting near a Path in a Purple top with a 

Parrot on her shoulder.  We then enjoyed a nice lunch 

at Pancakes. 

Our extra meeting for this month on 29 April was 

spent reviewing our “P” photos and revising some 

simple Photo Editing techniques. 

Our next meeting on Friday, 13 May will be spent on 

an outing to Belgenny Farm at Camden.  Car pooling 

will be arranged. 

Happy Snapping! 

 

Lawn Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Bowls - we meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last Tuesday 

of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, cost is 

$10.00 per person  

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

 

 
 

Restaurant Night:  We had a wonderful meal 

Thursday, 27
th
 April at the Campbelltown TAFE. Our 

chef for the night was being assessed and I am sure she 

received some high marks. 

 

Sydney Town Hall and QVB.    What an interesting 

day.  Firstly we toured the Town Hall which has 100 

 rooms, not that we saw them all, we admired the  

beautiful ceilings, the etched glass doors, the Lord  

Mayor‟s reception and dining rooms, and, of course 

Some we remembered.   

After some lunch we toured the QVB, and, as many of 

you know, is a beautiful building, but what you may 

not know is that it first started as the Sydney produce 

markets .  The cornerstone of the building was laid in 

1887 and was completed in 1898.  It has had two 

renovations over the years amounting to approx $70 

million.   The 

architecture, the clocks 

and stained glass 

windows are 

magnificent. 

 

 

Don’t forget …  
9

th
 May – Croquet at 

our place 2-4pm 

21 May – Archibald 

Exhibition 9am 

27 May -  Birthday 

Dinner at Appin House 

30 May -  “Waratah” 

Tug Steam Boat Tour 

 

 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 

 

Things to pay this month: 

 

 La Perouse and Bare Island Cruise. $45 

 Birthday Dinner at Appin House $38pp  

 Deposit Hunter Valley Christmas Lights $50 

 Mary Poppins $60 

 See How They Run $15 

 The Kings of Country $30 

 Music of Andrew Lloyd Webber $90  

 

We have a few spots left on our Toowoomba and 

Tasmania Tours, if you have any friends who would be 

interested in coming with us let them know so we can 

include them on the tours. 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

At our last meeting Marian, Thelma and Edna shared 

their experiences of their recent Italian trip.  We 

enjoyed seeing views of Rome, Florence, Tuscany, 

Venice and Dubai. 

 

Our next meeting will be Wednesday, 18
th

 May when 

Sharon and Paul, Ros, Malcolm and Kathy will show 

aspects of their trip to Canada and Alaska. 

 



The Travel Tales group meets the third Wednesday of 

every month at the large hall in Park Central at 

7.30pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  If you have 

photos of any trip you enjoyed and would like to share 

them with other members please speak to either Kathy 

or Malcolm so we can arrange a date for you. 

 

 

Theatre/Shows – Joyce Reilly 

April has been a quiet month for “shows” with Easter 

and School Holidays, but May is shaping up to be very 

full;  we will be going to see the following: 

Mary Poppins – Capital Theatre Wednesday 11 May 

1pm (Full) 

See How They Run – Picton Theatre Group, Saturday 

Matinee 14 May at 2pm $15 p/p 

The Kings of Country – Campbelltown Catholic Club, 

Saturday, 21
st
 May 8pm $30 p/p 

The Music of Andrew Lloyd Webber, Lyric Theatre 

Star City, Sunday, 29 May 1pm (Full) 

 

So far for June I have booked to see: Hairspray The 

Musical with a Heart as big as a Beehive.  Lyric 

Theatre Star City Wednesday June 29
th
 1pm $60 p/p 

(30 seats/16 minimum)  I still have seats available so 

please put your name on the list at the May meeting. 

 

 

BOOK SWAP  All readers in the club, remember to 

take home a book and if you have any books you 

would like to add please do. 

 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
Sponsorship of the domain name for our 

Website for 2 years  -   

 

10% off Mechanical Repairs. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR 
Weekly Events: Golf on Tuesday 

    Art on Thursdays 

May 2 The Good Old Days 2pm Matinee 

May 3 NO Craft with Mary 

May 6 Meeting @ Narellan Library 10.00am 

May 9 Croquet - 2-4pm at Paul & Margaret‟s home 

May 10 Card Making with Marion 

May 11 Mary Poppins, Capitol Theatre 

May 13 Photography with Ros 

May 14 See How They Run, Picton Matinee 2pm 

May 18 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

May 20 Coach Tour: La Perouse & Bare Island 

May 21 Tour of Archibald Exhibition at NSW Art 

Gallery at 9.00am $10 

May 21 The Kings of Country, CCC 8pm 

May 24 Craft with Mary 

May 27 Gardening with Sue 

May 27 Club Birthday Dinner – Appin House 

May 29 Andrew Lloyd Webber Music 

May 30  “Waratah” Tug Steam Tour  

May 31 Bowls Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Jun 3   Meeting @  Narellan Library 10.00am 

Jun 3 Cards at Harrington Park 7.00pm 

Jun 6 Tours: “Arise” Natural Therapies at Mater Dei 

 and Oran Park House, Cobbitty 

Jun 7    Craft with Mary 

Jun 7 Card Making with Marion 

Jun 9 Walking Tour: Garden Island Heritage Tour 

Jun 10 Photography with Ros 

Jun 15 Restaurant Outing: Campbelltown RSL, Buffet 

lunch 12.00 midday 

Jun 15 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Jun 17 Coach Tour: David Parsons 

Jun 21 Craft with Mary 

Jun 24 Gardening with Sue 

Jun 24  Cards at Harrington Park 7.00pm 

Jun 28 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Jun 29 Hairspray, Lyric Theatre 1pm Matinee 

Jul1 Meeting @ Narellan Library 10.00am 

Jul 5 Cards with Marion 

Jul 5 Craft with Mary 

Jul 8 Photography with Ros 

Jul 15 Yulefest in the Highlands 

Jul 19 Craft with Mary 

Jul 20 Travel Tales  7.30pm 

Jul 22 Gardening with Sue 

Jul 26 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Jul 29 Photography with Ros 

 

Flickr: Our photo viewing site 

http:/www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 
THIS MONTH’S MEETING:   Fri  6 May 2011 

NEXT MEETING:    Fri  3 June 2011 

      10am-12 noon 

 


